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The  first  ECO-TEC  International  Forum  is  an  annual  conference  and 
open  exhibition  of  proposals  by  artists  and  architects  on  the 
symbiosis  of  ecology  and  technology  for  the  transformation  of  the 
New  European  Landscape. 


Date:  June  7-21 


Location:  Couvent 
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Organized  by:  STOREFRONT  for  Art  and  Architecture,  New 
York  (in  collaboration  \yith  AssQS^tion  Pour  La  Consjgi^ition  et 
la  Valorisation  ^%u  Pa^p®^fe^^^^^j|forsiglia,  Â  s  s  do  i  a  t  i  o  n 
Universi|aÎTO  Strasbourg, Scritt^  Bastia  and  Université 


De  Cort4$#-ft^< 


EVENT: 
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J'ai  quelque  presentinu^^  cette  y  petite  He  etonnera 

l'Europe,*  ~  wJtU  ft>V*'  "■  ? 

v  Jeari  Jacques  ftohsseailJÈe  Contrat  Social(l) 
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The  Purpose  of  this  forujn  in  the  iÇofsican  town  of  Morsiglia  is  tq 
explore  current  a$  well  as  potentially  new  technological  and 
ecological  questiqhs^a$sij||*  ^mV^ht^^ki  sting  imbalances  and 


unresolved  oppositibf^^^^^e^^^^WItcro  European  environment. 
More  precisely,  the  intent  aiMÉt  ÊCÔ-TEC  Forum  is  to  investigate 
within  the  discourse  of  the  poetic  and  plastic  arts,  as  well  as  through 
the  medium  of  architecture  and  advanced  high  and  low  technology, 
the  possibilities  of  an  ecologically  and  socially  balanced  newly 
unified  Europe. 


The  international  participants  in  the  ECO-TEC  Forum  assembled  in 
Morsiglia,  will  constitute  the  first  gesture  in  a  series  of  exchanges 
between  major  European  centers  (2)  and  the  outlying  periphery. 
This  inter-relationship,  between  major  and  minor  political  powers, 
between  Mainland  and  Mediterranean  ecosystems,  between 


advanced  industrial  and  agricultural  economies,  between  modernized 
(international)  and  traditional  (local)  cultures  is  reflected  in  the 
Corsican  condition  and  is  a  prevalent  dualism  throughout  the  existing 
multi-regional  Europe.  The  participants  in  the  conference  will 
examine,  within  the  fields  of  art,  architecture,  technology  and 
culture,  the  possibilities  of  a  future  equilibrated  European 
environment. 


To  this  end,  the  ECO -TEC  Forum  will  invite  leading  thinkers  and 
professionals  currently  developing  advanced  proposals  in  natural 
and  artificial  environments,  bip,  and  nano  technologies,  as  well  as  in 
the  poetic  and  plasti^a’rts.  ^Together  with  a  limited  number  of 
students,  symposiums^M|tablish^d  withfn  the  distinct  fields  will  be 

dSjjectic  ÿonflictf  present|in  the  Mlbrp -Macro 
wifh  thdf  immediate  goal  pf  issuing  proposals 


organized  aroundj  the 
European  enviiféhment, 


to  address  the  new  multi-dimehsionak  Europe.  ,  ?  Within  the  paradigm 
of  regional |and  universal  rep^^^jpH^fpça  Jâ  an  important  part  of 
the  continental  equation..  -^^^hetic  observation  that 


Corsica  wi  ll  on  e  day  astonisbf 
neglect. 


Idtohid  occur  through  tragic 


(1)  I  h0e  sPme  presentment^ 
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delfts,  little  Island  will 
was  invited  to  shape  the 
by  an  intermediary  of  Paoli. 


astonish  4lEurope.  Jean-3 
Corsican  constitution  in 
Rousseau  saw  this  as  ah  rint|te^M|^  |pppôrtupiïy  to  apply  theory  4^ 
practice.  V  Historical  events  prevented  Rousseau  from  any  such 
achievement,  ^  Cited  by  Ernestirîÿ  Dedeck-Bbry  in  Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau  et  le  project  de  Constitution  pour  to  Corse,  Philadelphia, 
Univ.  of  Penn.  T932  pp  If 
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(2)  Participants  in  ^thhJgC^p  F^ujh"  coming  from  outside  the 
European  Community  wilt  alsh  be  expected  to  focus  their  work  on  the 
question  of  Europe  within  the  spirit  of  the  conference. 


ECO-TEC:  SOME  NOTIONS  OF  THE  IN  BETWEEN: 

TRANS-ECOLOGY: 

The  paradigm  of  political-economy  no  longer  serves  to  understand 
the  world  nor  is  it  any  longer  believable  as  the  determining  instance 
of  activity  in  the  world.  An  ecological-technological  model  is 
suggested  for  a  preliminary  comprehension  of,  and  field  of  action 
within,  the  world  today.  However,  ecology  is  not  an  adequate 
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concept  if  limited  to  a  purely  conserving  view,  but  must  take  on  a 
more  affirmative  character  by  being  broadened  as  a  concept.  Hence 
ecology  is  interpreted  as  any  field  of  interaction,  a  zone  of  affectivity. 
As  such  it  is  an  alternative  to  the  paradigm  of  discrete  entities, 
which,  as  has  been  argued  by  others,  has  formed  the  basis  of 
Western  Thought  and  produced  its  moral  prescriptions,  political 
hierarchies,  economic  exploitation,  and  ultimately  the  catastrophic 
condition. 


Therefore  ecology  is  not  prescriptive  at  the  outset,  but  simply 
describes  a  set  of  relations,  which  can  ^  then  be  dealt  with  to  the 
advantage  or  disadvantage  of  a|given  situation  Of  desire.  Power  has 
both  its  fluid  as  \yeff  aÉ^figid  affects,  p|wer  is  also  potential.  The 
rigidity  that  has^ome  f§t|be  kn|wn  as  JPower  ipay  be  nothing  more 
than  a  reactivefflllrce  ob^ersely  Ideterrtiined  by  fljüd  potentials 
Acceleration  may  be  morelappr^priat^f  than  slowdown.  Ecolo^- 
technology  J4eeks  this  under^tandir#^dte|feilajace. 


...  , 


His  a  need  to 

media  on  local 


Ecology  i^hot  limited  tofthe^ 
examine  the  affects  of  the 

culture,  â44ùuçh  as  there  a  need^  examine  the  effects  of 
industrial  technology  on  ^  ^ualIf^iÉfe.'ètCv  There  is  a  cultural 
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ecology  4s  well  as  an  enyirom| 


Beyond  the  industrial: 


global  technologies,  microj  teeh^^gths genetic  Technologies, 
biological  technologies,  etc,y0^r2Mf%|^an  vast  Helds  and  broad 
ecologies. 
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In  this  broader  concept?  of  ecology;  We  See  a  double  effect  through 
which  the  second  instanc#  made  bos$iblH  hy  #4  first  is  its  inversion, 
where  a  negation  bicprn^  a|ÿ  af^ina|ien|^pdefault.  For  example: 
globalism  disintegrâfl^p|ti^lis^^  a^gÿRn  makes  possible  a  more 
vibrant  regionalism.  Ôr^he^hiteMatibnal  media  network 
undermines  official  culture,  and  makes  possible  the  release  of 
creative  potential  in  everyday  life,  which  could  be  developed  as  an 
alternative  to  both  official  culture  and  the  commercial  popular 
culture  that  taps  and  attempts  to  drain  that  creativity. 


TRANS-DISCIPLINES: 


A  transdisciplinary  approach  is  taken  where  in  macro  issues  and 
their  micro  affects  are  placed  on  a  single  plane  of  relevance. 
Restoring  the  relationship  amongst  art,  architecture,  technology, 
theory  and  everyday  practice  may  suggest  new  relationships 


between  ecology  and  technology  that  are  more  creative  and  provide 
a  greater  responsiveness  to  natural  space  from  humankind's  second 
nature  (artificial  devices,  machines,  signs,  and  information).  New 
visions  and  critiques  are  required  for  a  desirable  equilibrium  that 
escapes  the  homogeneous  technological  model  to  date,  and  that 
adapts  to  the  historical,  social,  morphological  idiosyncrasies  of 
Europe's  continental-scale  cultural  ecology. 


Given  Europe’s  special  historical  and  geographical  terrain,  the  issue  of 
an  adequate  technological  development  against  the  calamities  of 
ecological  imbalance,  is  a  particularly  European  concern.  Through  the 
roles  of  the  artist  and  ^ritic  th|re  has  Always  been  some  element  at 
the  forefront  of  glpbpl^sues  th|t  has  png  been|a  factor  within 
European  artistiç§practice^ind  philosophy .  Just /to  naine  a  few 
cultural  movenpfe  and  Individuals  who  have  dealt  primarily \  with 
ecological  and  technological  immanence:  Paul  Gaügin,  William  M 
and  the  Arp  &  Crafts  Movein^pfeSfeiteiliprofius,  SituationisfF\ 
International;*  Freie  Unversitat,  ArtÆoveraf  Joseph  Beuys  and 
DeconstructiVism.  F 
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TRANS-BOUNDARIES:,; 
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Europe  is  a  continent  on  ,  becoming  a  single  united 

territory  with  new  and  giseap^  ^ /responsibilities  and  strengths*, F 

which  makes  the  Cônçern  for  a  dif||pht  type  of  technological 
development  very  timely.  It  is  a  ffiatter*  of  questioning  reality  at  the 
end  of  one  milleniunny^d  the  ^beginning  of  another.  The  Forum 
brings  together  professionals  from  many  fields  and  many  parts  of 

Europe  to  an  eve*3t#witfl®a  large  ^jeo^  sutppsing  boundaries  of 
- ....  ^„i^£mËÊèL.JÈk%  m  It.  emphasizes  that 


geography,  discipline;  ^  ; 

Europe  is  at  the  same 


if  gins  and  many  centres,  in 
which  a  margin  becomes  a  momentary  centre  where  important 
issues  touch  Europe  and  the  world.  The  location  of  the  Forum  is  in 
keeping  with  this  spirit  of  this  dissolution  of  the  margin  and  the 
centre. 


TRANS-SPECIFIC: 

At  a  local  level  the  Forum  focuses  on  the  potentially  catastrophic 
affects  of  development  that  imminently  threaten  one  of  the  few 
remaining  pristine  environments  of  Europe,  i.e.  the  island  of  Corsica, 
where  the  Forum  will  take  place.  Here  the  natural  wonders  of  sea 


and  mountains,  the  richness  of  architectural  treasures  such  as  castles, 
monasteries,  towers,  windmills,  chapels,  tombs,  churches,  etc.,  the 
overlay  of  cultural  and  linguistic  formations,  can  all  be  very  easily 
disintegrated  and  lost  forever  through  a  development  that  does  not 
balance  technology  with  the  natural  and  cultural  ecology.  In  turn, 
extrapolation  of  the  analysis  of  such  a  delicate  environment  can  help 
the  greater  context  of  Europe. 

A  HABITABLE  WORLD: 


The  ECO -TEC  International  Forum  ^-breaks  down  the  antinomy 
between  pre-technology^ÿ(è^5^tural  development,  vernacular 
architecture)  and  high|^chnoloi|y  (e.g.j|mass  mgdia,  environmental 
catastrophe,  decpristructiyist  architecture)  to  reformulate  the 
interface  of  teql^plogy  àrid  ecology  toward  an  equilibrium  fojr  a 
habitable  world.  "%An  altefî|ative| route  of  exploration:  from  th|j| 
margins  to  centres,  frorp  thé^  pieefing  of  artists,  students;^ 
theorists  arid?  architects,  froriï'à  '  Kana^'S  of  specialized 

sciences  id  dc&logy  and  ^technpl^ a  work  of  art  in  a 
natural  masterpiece.  In  sho^|^^v|n^  the^paradigm  of  the 
destruction 4.of  nature  to  creritioh  within  nature., 
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TENTATIVE  PROGRAMlliafiWafeROGRESS): 


Day  1:  C%yeri4  dé  rAnnonciatioriJl ^fetation,  handing  out 
informatiori  :  arid  details  of  the  ^event’s  prograrrirife,  and  introduction 
to  the  issues.  V 


A. 

> 


Day  2  Through  4:  A’ 
special  sub-topics  para 


|S  %. 


relationship  between  ec< 


^discussions  on  the 
of  the  symbiotic 
tlology.  Invited  speakers  will 


make  any  prepared  texts  available  for  distribution. 


CULTURAL-ECOLOGY:  BEYOND  BORDERS.  An  international  media 
network  and  multinational  capital  have  "globalized"  our  perception  of 
the  world.  This  globalism  means  the  death  of  nationalism,  but  in  its 
wake  it  may  also  mean  the  resurgence  of  regionalism  with  a 
difference.  Constantin  von  Barloewen  of  the  Institute  for 
Comparative  Cultures  in  Munich  examines  what  will  be  the  nature  of 
this  regionalism  in  a  global  order?  Can  a  new  regionalism  go  beyond 
the  mere  preservation  of  differences  to  a  revitalization  by  local 


applications  of  global  interactions?  and  will  such  a  new  regionalism 
not  be  geographically  based,  but  culturally  and  subculturally  based? 


POLITICAL-ECOLOGY  :  BEYOND  IDEOLOGIES.  Globalization  has 
meant  not  only  the  death  of  nationalism,  but  also  of  ideologies.  Paul 
Virilio  &  Associates  of  France  looks  at  how  in  the  wake  of 
deterritorialization  of  the  state  and  disintegration  of  the  bipolar 
order,  war  simulations  like  that  with  Iraq  violently  reconstitue 
bipolar  truthes.  The  end  of  the  opposition  of  East  and  West  power 
blocs  signals  the  emergence  of#a  hdw  antagonism  between  the  state 
and  civil  society.  With  the  ne%  power  bloc's  basis  is  on  trade  rather 
than  ideology  (the  Au^ças,  United  Europe,  EastÿAsia)*  what  will  be 
the  affect  on  small  iiatious?  And  finally,  will  First  Nations  be  the 
police  force  of  fhè  world  Jn  the  :lNew  World  Order?  ^ 


SITUATIONÀL-ECQLOGY\  B&YI 


Situationist  «International  and  di* 


|PECpLIZATION|Hhe 

^progressive  project  of 

the  avant-gbfde  in  the  dissoluy^pïbK^r^ÿJin#  fl|>Jitics  into  everyday 
life  and  global-ecological  codsbîôi^n^ssF  .p^^dbSb  or  more  urgent  \ 
than  ever?  «  Peter  Wollen  of  |he  UK^  considers  the  lessons  of  the  - 


avant-garde  that  is  no  longer,  ^gfipllli 
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THEORETIC-ECOLOGY:  A  M OF  PRACTICE.  At  the  base  of  a 
global  and  ecological  apprq^^  ^^irt^ay  Of  thinking  that  is  radically 
different  from  what  has  dorbiaated^  iw&hêrn  Thought  to  date.  To 
read  the  world  as  a  surface  of^âfÉliÉbns,  then  <to  untangle  the  fluid 
potential  f rod*  rigid  poster,  and  experiment  with  the  suggested 
realignments,  requires  an«  immanent  ^rather  than  a  transcendent 
perspective.  "Mali  as  nofhingfmo|jl  than  $  .territory,  a  set  of 
boundaries,  a  limit  ^dh^ex^te^e."  i$toberL.0#lley  of  the  USA  examines 
the  work  of  such  pioneers  ihiec^p^f^^thinking  as  Deleuze  and 
Guattari. 


ART-ECOLOGY:  GLOBAL  TRACINGS.  The  ability  to  slide  between 
macro  and  micro  affects  on  a  single  plane  is  the  result  of  a  recently 
developed  perception  as  represented  by  such  "globalist"  artists  from 
around  the  world  such  as  Richard  Long,  Alain  Leccia  and  Antonio 
Muntadas. 


RETROTECH-ECOLOGY:  FORGOTTEN  METHODOLOGIES.  An 

examination  of  small  scale  devices  that  are  no  longer  in  fashion  or 
are  neglected  by  current  modes,  and  reverse  techniques  or 


contrasting  approaches  as  in  Mel  Chin's  juxtaposition  of  traditional 
(carpet  weaving)  and  current  hypertechnology  (satellite 
communication). 


SYNTHETIC-ECOLOGY;  NEW  QUALITIES  OF  THE  ARTIFICIAL 
ENVIRONMENT.  A  presentation  by  Italy's  Domus  Academy  of  their 
work  from  the  Milan  Triennale  on  "The  garden  of  objects:  a  new 
ecology  of  the  artificial  world"  which  is  an  index  of  sustainable 
development  in  everyday  life  and  contemporary  society's  cultural 
values. 


HOME-ECOLOGY:  BUILDING  CULTURE.  Throughout  the  history  of 


predicting  imminent 
Nanotechnology. 


Day  5  Through  11:  A  full  week  of  workshops  and  preparation  for  an 
exhibition,  bom  out  of  the  materials  from  the  discussions  and  in  situ 
works  (multimedia,  installations,  graphics,  or  pure  actions  to  be  made 
public).  Each  workshop  is  headed  by  a  critic  from  the  panel,  and  any 
student  is  free  to  select  the  one  he  or  she  wishes. 

Day  12  Through  14:  The  public  is  invited  to  view  the  exhibition, 
which  depending  on  its  form  will  be  at  the  Couvent,  the  Medieval 
Towers,  or  in  the  surrounding  countryside.  A  detailed  map  with  the 
index  of  participants  will  be  provided. 


t 


General  Fete  offered  by  the  hosting  Township  will  close  the  event. 


PUBLICATION: 


The  panel  discussions,  workshops,  and  exhibition  during  the  two 
week  event  will  be  fully  documented  through  audio-tape, 
photography,  video  tape  to  be  later  transcribed  and  published  as  one 
full  issue  of  REPORTS  #5,  STOREFRONT  for  Art  and  Architecture's 
regular  newspaper,  which  i s s t r i b u ted  internationally. 
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PLEASE  ADDRESS  ifLL  INQUIRIES  T0 
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Project  D irector :  Amerigo  „ 
STOREFRONT  for  Art 

97  Kenmarè  st. 

New  YorkÿNY  10012 
Tel:  212-431-5795, 
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0  ESSELTE 


No.  77502 


Location:  Couvent  de  l'Annonciation,  Morsiglia,  Corsica. 

INTERNATIONAL  FORUM  Septi-i4 


design:  KP 


ECO-TEC  International  Forum  is  an  interdisciplinary 
conference  on  the  symbiosis  of  ecology  and 
technology.  The  conference  will  take  place  in  the 
town  of  Morsiglia  on  the  French  island  of  Corsica, 
and  will  be  the  first  of  an  intended  annual 
conference  on  ecology  and  technology. 

The  intent  of  this  forum  is  to  create  theories 
and  applications  for  constructive  partnership 
between  ecology  and  technology,  and  to 
reverse  their  historically  conflicting 
relationship.  Although  much  of  ecological 
imbalance  and  crisis  stem  from  technology, 
the  forum  also  recognizes  that  future 
solutions  to  ecological  problems  would  also 
come  from  the  applications  of  technology. 

The  view  that  they  can  arrive  to  a 
complimentary  term  to  each  other  is  not  by 
any  means  a  new  thought,  but  the  goal  of 
ECO-TEC  is  to  go  beyond  this  point  of 
recognition  and  move  into  formulations, 
innovations  and  applications  of  their 
partnership. 

There  have  been  recent  developments,  at  both 
individual  and  disciplinary  levels,  that  signify  the 
potential  for  a  more  beneficial  relationship  between 
ecology  and  technology.  Flowever,  these 
developments  remain  specialized  to  each  discipline 
and  isolated  to  the  regional  concerns.  Therefore, 
the  format  of  ECO-TEC  is  to  create  a  broader  form 
of  discourse  under  interdisciplinary  and  inter¬ 
regional  form,  to  expand  the  notion  of  ecology  that 
reaches  beyond  physical  environment  and  includes 
the  ecology  of  culture,  society  and  history.  The 
conference's  international  participation  is  designed 
to  link  various  regional  concerns  into  a  larger 
context,  a  condition  that  is  analogous  to  the  global 
working  of  ecology  and  technology.  Only  through 
international  and  interdisciplinary  discourses,  can 
we  respond  to  issues  such  as  ozone  depletion, 
tropical  deforestation,  industrial  wastes  and  other 
ecological  crises  of  today  and  of  the  future. 

ECO-TEC,  by  taking  place  on  the  island  of 
Corsica,  will  address  environmental  issues 
within  the  context  of  the  current  unification 
of  Europe.  This  geo-political  union  ,  and  re¬ 
configuration,  provides  a  fluid  context  for 
both  reflecting  and  generating  ecological 
initiatives  that  can  tie  regional  issues  with  a 
continental  view,  and  ultimately  global  co¬ 
operations.  Conversely,  the  conference  will 
pay  special  attention  to  Corsica,  to  signify  the 
importance  of  sustaining  regional  interests 
within  larger  strategies. 

ECO-TEC  will  begin  with  a  day  of  orientation.  This 
will  be  followed  by  three  days  of  presentations  by 
selected  panelists  on  new  experiments  and  projects 
in  their  fields,  and  panel  discussions  on  special  sub- 
topics  within  the  general  discussion  of  ecology  and 
technology.  A  full  week  of  workshops,  each  headed 
by  a  panelist,  will  create  works  in  response  to  the 
panel  discussions.  These  works  will  be  comprised 
of  design  proposals,  environmental  art,  mass-media 
works,  technological  proposals,  landscape 
architecture,  and  outdoor  installations  on  the  island. 
They  will  be  presented  to  the  public  in  an  exhibition 
during  the  last  three  days  of  the  conference.  The 
panel  discussions,  workshops,  and  exhibition  will  be 
fully  documented  through  photos,  audio  and  video 
tapes.  Selected  portions  of  these  programs  will  be 
published  in  a  special  issue  of  REPORTS,  a 
quarterly  journal  by  Storefront,  and  will  be 
distributed  internationally. 


List  of  Panelists  (subject  to  later  modifications): 

Artists 

Mel  Chin  (US);  Peter  Dunn  (U.K.);  Claude  Faure 
(France);  Peter  Fend  (U.S.);  Ange  Leccia  (France); 
Loraine  Leeson  (U.K.);  Laurence  Lorenzi  (France); 
Jean-Paul  Marcheschi  (France);  Antonio  Muntadas 
(Spain). 

Architects 

Avant  Travaux  (France);  Fulvio  Carmagnola*  (Italy); 
Neil  Denari  (Ü.S.);  Jan  Kaplicky  (Future  Systems, 
U.K.);  Xavier  Luccioni  (France);  Neils  Lutzen 
(Denmark);  Ezio  Manzini*  (Italy);  Amerigo  Marras 
(U.S.);  Francesco  Morace*  (Italy);  Roy  Pelletier 
(Canada),  Antonio  Petrillo*  (Italy);  Anton  Schneider 
(Baubiologie,  Germany). 

Critics  and  Researchers 

Dominique  Bozo  (France);  Robert  O. Becker  (U.S.); 
K.Eric  Drexler  (Foresight  Institute,  U.S.);  Felix 
Guattari  (France);  Annapina  Larai  (Italy);  Jose 
Tomasi  (France);  Jean-Pierre  Vernet  (France); 
Constantin  von  Barlowen  (Germany), 
•(representatives  from  Domus  Academy). 

Interpreter:  Jacques  Vigneault. 

Participating  Institutions: 

ECO-TEC  is  organized  byStorefront  for  Art  and 
Architecture  (New  York),  in  collaboration  with  the 
Université  de  Corse,  l'Association  pour  la 
Conservation  du  Patrimoine  de  Morsiglia,  Université 
de  Strassbourg,  Archezone  (Toronto),  and  with  the 
participation  of  Claude  Faure  (of  the  Cite  des 
Sciences  et  de  la  Culture  de  la  Villette,  Paris)  and 
Ezio  Manzini  (of  Domus  Academy,  Milan). 

Organizing  Committee: 

Project  Director;  Amerigo  Marras,  Kyong  Park  and 
Shirin  Neshat  (Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture), 
Roy  Pelletier,  Jean-Pierre  Vernet,  Peter  Lang  and 
Gianfranco  Mantegna. 


Registration  Information 

A  registration  is  $  700  (U.S.).  Affordable  housing 
is  available  upon  request.  The  ECO-TEC  program 
includes  participation  in  the  conference,  and  its 
seminars  and  exhibition,  Travel  cost  is  not  included. 
Accreditation  for  students  can  be  arranged  by  ECO- 
TEC  through  the  Université  de  Corse.  A  single 
tuition  for  Corsican  Residents  is  $  200  (U.S.). 

For  Registration  Form  and  Information 

contact: 

Project  Director:  Amerigo  Marras 
STOREFRONT  for  Art  &  Architecture 
97  Kenmare  st. 

New  York,  NY  10012 

Tel:  212-431-5795,  Fax:  212-431-5755 


DISCUSSIONS 

TRANS-ECOLOGY 

Ecology  as  an  issue  should  not  be  limited  to  the 
physical  environment.  Examination  of  the  effects  of 
global  media  on  international  and  regional  cultures  is 
as  important  as  the  need  to  examine  the  effects  of 
industrial  technology  on  the  quality  of  air,  water,  etc. 
Therefore,  the  notion  and  parameter  of  ecology 
should  be  expanded  to  include  culture,  politics, 
aesthetics,  economy  and  other  dynamics  and 
systems. 

Ecology  must  be  understood  not  only  within  its  given 
historical  context,  but  also  in  relation  to  the 
reconfiguration  of  political  and  economic  territories 
and  boundaries,  and  the  realignment  of  regional  and 
centralized  power.  An  analysis  is  required  in  posing 
some  reasonable  projections,  which  must  be  based 
on  both  quantitative  data  and  qualitative  information. 
The  purpose  of  this  process  is  to  empower 
substructural  and  regional  imperatives  that  are  in 
danger  of  being  subsumed  by  the  larger  and 
forthcoming  European  unity. 

TRANS-TECHNOLOGY 

From  the  miniaturization  and  multiplicity  of 
machines,  particularly  microchips  and  other 
transformative  and  communication  instruments,  the 
'machinic'  is  giving  way  to  the  new  order  of  engines 
and  new  category  of  effects  by  modelling  their  forms 
and  operations  from  biological,  organic  and  atomic 
structuring.  Managing  and  conserving  the  society  of 
machines  and  its  ever  expanding  population  is  also 
an  ecological  issue,  analogous  and  bounded  to  the 


conservation  of  natural  resources.  Technology,  in 
its  thrust  to  speed  up  and  to  miniaturize  previous 
models  for  harnessing  energy  and  information,  is 
presenting  boundless  possibilities  to  shape  our 
world,  and  is  on  the  verge  of  its  own  resolution  as 
an  indispensable  tool  or  the  means  of  immanent 
destruction.  It  should  also  be  understood  that 
relations  among  people  or  the  prevalence  of  one 
socio-economic  power  over  another  is  dictated  and 
regulated  by  the  interplay  and  dominance  of  some 
particular  technological  mode:  new  inventions  have 
shaped  political  and  economic  fortunes. 

An  international  media  network  and  a  multi-national 
flux  of  investments  have  'globalized'  the  perception 
and  operation  of  the  world.  This  globalism  is 


ecology. 

Thus  the  organization  of  this  Forum  parallels  with  the 
crossing  of  boundaries  and  universality  demanded  by  the 
notion  of  ecology.  By  attracting  individuals  from  diverse 


fields  and  locations,  the  Forum  is  modeled  to  disregard  the 
division  of  geography,  discipline,  language  and  format, 
creating  a  universal  dialogue  from  the  multiplicity  of 
boundaries.  Taking  place  in  a  marginal  location  of  Europe 
and  attracting  participants  from  central  locations 
internationally,  the  Forum  is  structured  in  the  spirit  of  the 
dissolution  of  margins  and  centers. 

and  additional  discussions 


PRESENTATIONS 

THEORETICAL-ECOLOGY:  CHAOSMOSIS 

At  the  base  of  a  global  and  ecological  approach  lies  the 
issue  of  coming  to  terms  with  the  western  history  of 
colonization,  the  annihilation  of  differing  cultures,  the 
exploitation  of  natural  resources  and  the  specialization  of 
human  potential  leading  to  collective  destruction. 
Ecological  practice  brings  the  reading  of  the  world  as  a 
surface  of  affections,  and  untangling  human  potential  from 
rigid  rules  into  fluid  strategies. 

BUILDING-ECOLOGY 

Throughout  the  history  of  dwellings,  people  built  their  own 
houses  on  a  small  scale  and  at  a  reduced  pace  while 
using  materials  and  methods  that  were  historically  proven 
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Supports 


Individual  and  Corporate 


The  LEF  Foundation. 

Graham  Foundation 

The  Andy  Warhol  Foundation 

The  Silverweed  Foundation. 


CONTRIBUTORS  ($30  or  more) 

Brock  Adler,  Anderson  &  Schwartz  Architects,  Todd  Ayoung,  John 
S.  Bales,  Sam  Beck,  Roger  Beeston,  Robert  Beyer,  Eric  Breitbart, 
Byron  E.  Bronston,  Danuté  J.  Bruzas,  Cornelia  Carey,  In-Souk  Cho, 
Sherman  Clarke,  jeffrey  Cox,  Peter  Dalva,  Terry  Lee  Dill,  Andrew  S. 
Dolkart,  Sidney  Eiser,  Barbara  Ess,  Karen  Fairbanks,  Wendy  Feuer, 
Clark  Fidelia,  Leon  Golub  &  Nancy  Spero,  Vera  Graaf,  Paul 
Gugliotta,  Caspar  Henselmann,  Dave  Homor,  Cindy  Preston  &  Jim 
Goss,  Reinaldo  P.  Gutierrez,  Lawrence  M.  Gutterman,  David 
Hanawalt,  Donald  Harvey,  James  Horton,  Caroline  Hotaling,  Teh 
Ching  Hsieh,  Marshall  Hyde,  Huzela  Irfani,  James  R.  Jackson, 
Robert  Kanak,  Brigid  Kennedy,  David  Koralek,  Jonathan  Kirk, 
Andrea  Kirsh  Consulting,  Daniel  A.  Kocieniewski,  Brent  Kovalchik, 
Carin  Kyoni,  Won  Kyu,  Armond  LeGardeur,  Neil  Logan,  Linda 
Lindroth  &  Craig  Newick,  Wayne  A.  Linker,  Lucy  Lippard,  Charles  F. 
Lowrey,  Dan  Maciejak,  Scott  Marble,  Elizabeth  Martin,  James 
McCormack,  Amy  B.  Miller,  Joan  Mitchell,  Marsha  &  Robert  Mitnik, 
George  Moore,  Erik  Morr,  Stephen  Moser,  Mouse  King  Foundation, 
Chris  Neville,  Keisuke  Oki,  Dan  Peterman,  Jody  Pinto,  Alicia 
Impériale  Polilli  &  Quintilio  Polilli,  Linda  Poliak,  Dagmar  Richter,  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  L.  Rose,  Mary  Virginia  Rickel,  Mel  &  Louise  Roman,  Larry 
Rouch  &  Co.,  Howard  Rosenthal,  Leni  Schendinger,  Jefferson 
Schierbeek,  Tony  Schuman,  Sci-Arc,  Michael  J.  Shannon,  David 
Sherman,  Michael  W.  Smith,  Barbara  D.  Stabin,  Judith  Stein,  Jack 
Yager  &  Lily  Stokker,  Marilyn  Symmes,  David  Wells,  Robert 
Werthamer,  Wood  +  Design 
DONORS  ($50  or  more) 

Ashok  Bhavnani,  Charles  Blomberg,  Susan  Chorpenning,  Jeff  & 
Cynthia  Cox,  Gary  Cruz,  Joseph  A.  De  Pace,  Wendy  Evans,  Jackie 
Ferrara,  Deborah  Freedman  &  Ben  Ledbetter,  May  Gardner,  Richard 
Gluckman  Architects,  Dan  Graham,  Hans  Haacke,  Douglas  W, 
Hollis,  Jarrett  +  Suharnoko,  Peter  Lund  Jensen,  John  Johansen, 
Viviana  Frank  &  Frank  Rotnofsky,  Kenneth  Kaplan  &  Deborah 
Forman,  Ruth  Kaufman,  Armand  LeGardeur,  Erik  Levine,  Amerigo 
Marras,  Jennifer  McGregor  Cutting,  Suzanne  McClelland,  Gary  & 
Joann  Miller,  Maiy  Miss,  Elizabeth  K.  Meyer,  Wendy  &  Mike  Nadler, 
C.  Shayne  O'Neil,  Max  Protech,  Wellington  Reiter,  Peter  &  Clevon 
Pran,  Ryall  Bishop  Porter  Architects,  Peter  &  Clevon  Pran, 
Resolution:  4  Architecture, Toshio  Sasaki,  Daniel  Schmitt,  Harry  R. 
Simino,  Nelson  H.  Spencer,  Frederieke  Taylor,  Vandeberg  &  Lasky 
Architects,  Doris  Vila,  Dennis  Adams  &  Jody  R.  Walker,  Paul 
Warchol,  Beth  Weinstein,  Michael  Manfredi  &  Marion  Weiss, 
Adrienne  E.  Yost,  Henry  Zemel 
SUSTAINERS  ($100  or  more): 

Siah  Armajani,  Olga  &  John  Balch,  Michele  Bertomen,  Howard  M. 
Cohn,  Curtis  Cravens,  Maria  Del  Rio,  Dirk  Denison,  Ellerbe  Becket 
Inc.,  Marc  Freidus,  Gifford  Foundation,  Paul  Friedberg  &  Dorit 
Shahar,  Leslie  Gill,  Janis  Hall,  Henry  Smith  Miller  +  Laurie 
Hawkinson  Architects,  Louise  Hoffman,  Kiss  +  Zwigard,  Craig  S. 
Konyk  &  Matilda  McQuaid,  Ralph  Hueston  Kratz,  NEWSWEEK, 
Robertson  &  Mcanulty,  Harold  Rivkin,  David  Smiley  &  Lauren 
Kogod,  Kit  Yin  Snyder,  Studio  Partnership  Architects,  Peter  Szilagyi, 
Don  Tapert,  Jack  Taylor,  Franco  Marinai  &  Anna  Thorsdotir, 
Voorsanger  &  Associates,  Troy  West 
SPONSORS  ($250  or  more) 

Gordon  Gilbert,  Louis  Muller,  Gilbert  P.  Schafer,  Christopher  Scholz, 
Susana  Torre 

PATRONS  ($500  or  more) 

Karen  Bausman,  Richard  Haas,  Yaron  Hecker,  Steven  Holl 
Architects,  Eytan  Kaufman,  Phyllis  Lambert  &  Canadian  Center  for 
Architecture,  Richard  Plunz,  David  Prendergast 
BENEFACTORS  ($1 ,000  or  more) 

David  W.  Bermant,  Philip  Johnson, 

Rowland  Miller  &  Eleanor  Bingham  Miller 


STAFF 

Kyong  Park:  Founder/Director 

Shinn  Neshat:  Co-Director 

Stephen  Korns:  Program  Consultant 

David  Hanawalt:  Publications 

Barbara  Glauber:Graphic  Design 

Howard  F.  Seligman:  Treasurer 

Raul  Bustos:  Exhibition  Installation 

Sung  Joo:  Exhibition  Installation 

Debbie  Cha:  Intern 

Melissa  Dallai:  Intern 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Elizabeth  Diller 

Dennis  L.  Dollens 

David  Hammons 

Dan  Graham 

Buff  Kavelman 

Richard  Plunz 

Lucio  Pozzi 

BOARD  OF  ADVISORS 

Kent  Barwick 
Peter  Cook 
Chris  Dercon 
Richard  Haas 
Steven  Holl 
Toyo  Ito 
Nam  June  Paik 
Michael  Sorkin 
James  Wines 


Individual  Contribution 


I  would  like  to  make  a  contribution  of  $ _ to 

STOREFRONT.  My  contribution  is  tax  deductable  to  the 
full  extent  of  the  law.  The  check  is  made  payable  to: 

STOREFRONT  FOR  ART  AND  ARCHITECTURE 


Name 

Street 

City 

State 

Zip  code 

Country 

Telephone 


STOREFRONT  FOR  ART  &  ARCHITECTURE 
97  KENMARE  STREET,  NEW  YORK.  NY  10012 


diminishing  the  role  of  nationalism,  generating 
intermixed  multi-cultural  cities  and  strengthening  the 
resurgence  of  a  different  regionalism.  Will  such  a 
new  regionalism  not  be  geographically  based,  but 
culturally  and  subculturally  based?  Can  multi-cultural 
cities  be  also  considered  new  regions? 

TRANS-POLITICS 

Whereas  Western  Europe  has  been  searching  for  a 
historical  consensus  in  its  political  and  economic 
sphere  of  influence,  its  social  and  cultural  variations 
in  the  European  landscape,  however,  have  not  been 
fully  addressed  and  are  less  adaptable  to  a 
universalized  integration.  Opposite  to  the  fear  of 
homogenization,  globalism  that  undermines 
nationalism  can  also  bring  a  more  vibrant  and 
independent  regionalism.  The  international  media 
can  become  the  instrument  to  subvert  official 
culture,  making  possible  the  release  of  self-initiated 
creative  potential  in  regional  life. 

Thus  the  Forum  focuses  on  the  potentially 
catastrophic  effects  on  regional  entity  by  using  one 
of  the  few  remaining  pristine  environments  of 
Europe,  the  island  of  Corsica,  as  a  model.  Here  the 
natural  wonders  of  sea  and  mountains,  and  the 
richness  of  architectural  treasures  thus  far  well 
preserved  and  overlayed  with  centuries  of  cultural 
and  linguistic  formations,  can  be  very  easily 
disintegrated  and  lost  forever  through  a 
development  of  economic  and  tourist  goals.  The 
extrapolation  of  the  analysis  of  this  delicate 
environment  of  Corsica  can  also  help  to  understand 
ecology  in  the  greater  context  of  Europe.  This  inter¬ 
relationship,  between  major  and  minor  political 
powers,  between  Mainland  and  Mediterranean 
ecosystems,  between  advanced  industrial  and 
agricultural  economics,  between  modernized 
(international)  and  traditional  (local)  cultures  is 
reflected  in  the  Corsican  condition  and  is  a 
prevalent  dualism  throughout  the  existing  multi- 
regional  Europe. 

TRANS-DISCIPLINES 

Restoring  the  relationship  amongst  art,  architecture, 
philosophy  and  science  may  bring  forth  new 
relationships  between  ecology  and  technology. 

New  visions  and  critiques  are  required  for  a 
desirable  equilibrium  that  escapes  the 
homogeneous  technological  model  to  date,  and  that 
adapts  to  the  historical,  social,  morphological 
idiosyncrasies  of  Europe's  continental-scale  cultural 


effective  and  biologically  healthy.  Presentation  of  methods  I  7 

of  building  with  non-toxic  and  renewable  building 

materials. 


RETROTECH-ECOLOGY 

An  examination  of  small  scale  devices  that  have  been 
neglected  by  modern  techniques,  or  the  exploration  of  new 
methodologies  applied  to  completely  traditional  and 
ancient  materials.  Methodologies  that  are  neither  low  tech 
nor  high  tech,  but  that  simply  reconnect  an  expanded 
potential  of  materials  into  our  current  needs.  An  example  of 
this  kind  is  the  Revival  Field  project  by  Mel  Chin,  a 
sculptural  installation  of  hyper-accumulating  plants  that 
absorb  toxic  and  metal  waste  from  soil. 

TECHNO-ECOLOGY:  ENERGIES  AND  MAGNETISM 

A  presentation  of  the  perils  of  electropollution  and  the 
promise  of  electomedicine,  the  parameters  and  the 
extremes  of  energy  management,  and  recent  ideas  about 
electromagnetic  fields  and  their  effects  and  uses. 

SYNTHETIC-ECOLOGY;  NEW  QUALITIES  OF  THE 
ARTIFICIAL  ENVIRONMENT 

A  presentation  on  the  expanded  notion  of  ecology  that 
amplified  into  the  realm  of  the  culture,  design,  and  the  built 
environment. 

FUTURE-ECOLOGY:  MOLECULAR  ASSEMBLYING 

The  analysis  of  Nanotechnolgy,  the  shrinking  of  machines 
to  the  atomic  level,  from  the  Foresight  Institute  at  Palo  Alto 
in  the  U.S. 


and  more  presentations 


1 

The  lagoon  of  Bigulia 

2 

View  of  port  of  Bastia 

3 

Church  of  St.  Martin  in  Patrimomo 

4 

Village  of  Vico 

5 

Tafonato  mountain  west  of  d'Albertacce 

6 

The  port  and  the  citadel  of  Bonifacio 

7 

'Peanut',  a  kinetic  living  unit  for  two  people,  by  Jan  Kaplicky  and 
David  Nixon,  1986 


Lectures 

by  Future  Systems 


Tuesday,  April  28,  6:30pm 
Harvard  University 

Graduate  School  of  Architecture 
Lecture  Hall 

48  Quincy  Street,  Cambridge,  MA 
Free  Admission 

Thursday,  April  30,  6pm 

Pratt  Institute,  School  of  Architecture 

61  St. James  Place  (corner  of  Lafayette) 
Brooklyn,  New  York 
Free  Admission 


May  1-June  6,  1992 

Gallery  Hours:  Tuesday-Saturday  12-6  pm 
Opening  Reception:  May  1 ,  Friday,  6-8  pm 


Future  Systems 


STOREFRONT  FOR  ART  AND  ARCHITECTURE  is 
a  not-for-profit  organization  supported  by  the  New 
York  State  Council  on  the  Arts,  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts,  foundations,  corporations 


STOREFRONT 

Art  and  Architecture 

97  Kenmare  Street  (near  Lafayette  Street) 

New  York,  NY  10012 

Tel:  212.431.5795  Fax:  212.431.5755 


1987  Paris  Bridge 
1  988  Spire 
BIBLIOTHEQUE  DE  FRANCE 
1  989  Drop 
Gosfield  Street 
NASA  Wardroom  Table 
Shelter 

i99o  Acropolis  Museum 
Chiswick  Park  Entrance 
Green  Building 
Ivy  Trolley 
Kings  Cross 
i99i  AS  House 
Caravan 

Frankfurt  Kindergarten 
M0MI  Tent 

Ove  Arup  Associates  were  the 
engineers  for  all  of  the 
above  projects  except  Spire 
Ivy  Trolley  and  Caravan. 


This  exhibition  is  partly  supported  by  The 
British  Council 


Special  Event 

Prima  Facie  and  relevant  works 


lecture 

John  Randolph  and  Bruce  Tomb 

May  8,  Friday 

6:30pm 

John  Randolph  and  Bruce  Tomb,  partners 
of  Interim  Office  of  Architecture  (IOOA)  in 
San  Francisco,  will  present  their  recent 
projects  on  collaboration  between 
sculpture  and  architecture.  IOOA  was 
established  in  1 984  to  investigate  the 
relationship  between  artifact  and  its 
context. 


1,2 

New  Acropolis  Museum,  1990 

3 

'Drop',  a  minimum,  self  sufficient,  short  stay  unit  for 
two  people,  model,  1989 

4 

'Caravan1,  a  project  to  re-examine  the  role  of  the 
caravan  in  contemporary  Australian  culture,  model, 
1991 

5,  6 

Blob  ,  a  proposal  for  the  National  Gallery  Extension, 
London,  by  Jan  Kaplickyand  David  Nixon,  1986 


Current  Exhibitions 


Future  Systems 

May  1-June  6,  1992 

Gallery  Hours:  Tuesday-Saturday  12-6  pm 
Opening  Reception:  May  1,  Friday,  6-8pm 

"It's  the  performance  of  a  building  that  counts,  not  n£> 
the  personality  of  its  designer.' 

-Jan  Kaplicky 


Future  Systems  is  a  studio  to  explore  the  application 
of  advanced  and  adaptive 
(spin-off  and  transfer)  technology  in  architecture. 
Influenced  by  the  advancements  in  automotive, 
marine,  aviation  and  space  industries,  Future 
Systems  has  introduced  a  new  generation  of 
buildings  that  could  be  described  as  ecological  and 
engineered  architecture.  Headed  by  Jan  Kaplicky 
and  Amanda  Levete,  and  based  in  London,  their 


projects  are  giving  a  new  meaning  to  the 
functionalism  by  injecting  obligations  for  versatility, 
efficiency  and  performance. 

Proposed  for  the  financial  district  of 
London,  the  'Green  Building'  is  a  fully  glazed  and 
double-skinned  office  building.  With  fabric  blinds, 
flexible  mylar  sheeted  mirror  and  satinised  light- 
reflectors,  this  'greenhouse'  like  building  is  naturally 
lighted,  heated,  ventilated  and  cooled.  By  hanging 
the  facades  and  floors  from  a  tripod-like 
megastructure  made  of  tubular  steel  legs,  similar  to 
those  that  are  used  in  the  off-shore  oil  platforms,  the 
building  offers  maximum  space  while  using  minimum  • 
material.  The  result  is  an  architecture  that  is 
engineered  . 

But  the  shapes  of  their  architecture  is 
causing  much  discomfort  to  the  traditional 
formalists.  'Blob',  their  proposal  for  the  National 
Gallery  Extension  off  Trafalgar  Square  in  London, 
and  their  second  prize  scheme  for  the  Bibliothèque 
de  France,  which  has  been  called  'breasts',  are 
described  by  Alastair  Gordon  as  'gloomed, 
dribbled,  jellied,  or  molded  from  gelatins',  (see 
'Future  Systems"  in  REPORTS  2/3).  In  the 
National  Gallery  Extension  Competition,  'Blob' 
unwittingly  dribbled  into  the  crossfire  between 
historicism  and  modernism  that  was  instigated  by  a 
self-appointed  architectural  critic  by  the  name  of 
Prince  Charles,  who  dismissed  the  original  prize¬ 
winning  proposal  by  Ahrends,  Burton  +  Koracek's 
as  'a  monstrous  carbunkle'  and  cleared  the  way  for 
the  building  of  Robert  Venturi  and  Denise  Scott 
Brown's  'decorated  museum'.  'Blob'  simply  befell 
as  an  innocent  bystander,  as  it  offered  neither 
historicism,  modernism  nor  a  mediation  of  the  two. 
Across  the  'Chunnel',  Future  Systems  ran  into  yet 
another  obstacle  of  political  order,  this  time  a  self- 
appointed  royalty  known  as  Mitterand  and  his 
penchant  for  oversized  monoliths  manicured  by  the 
modernists.  Although  Future  Systems'  proposal 
may  have  served  the  interest  of  the  librarians  and 
protected  the  archives  away  from  the  sunlight  better 
than  Dominique  Perrault's  winning  design,  but 
'breasts'  just  didn't  interest  those  who  were  set  to 
erect  a  hard  monument. 

Irritating  host  of  nostalgic  evangelists  and 
the  tyrants  of  four  walls,  the  'engineered  gelatins'  of 
Future  Systems  reappear  further  south  in  Athens  in 
The  New  Acropolis  Competition.  This  'great  jelly¬ 
fish  shaped  blob  of  glass  that  oozes  down  a  hillside 
across  from  the  Acropolis'  is  a  large  and 
transparent  space  that  gives  an  effective  visual  link 
between  the  proposed  museum  and  the  Acropolis. 
This  'museum  without  walls"  creates  several 
interesting  discourse  on  the  distinction  of  times. 
While  the  Acropolis  is  made  of  matters  permanent 
enough  for  gods,  the  museum  is  built  with  steel 
cables  and  compression  rings  in  the  spirit  of 
technology.  And  while  the  Acropolis  stands  alone 
and  heroic  against  the  horizon,  the  museum  humbly 
melts  into  the  contour  of  the  hillside  like  some  new 
organic  substance  from  the  next  century  in  the  age 
of  ecology. 

Other  projects  by  Future  Systems 
incorporate  technologies  from  space  and  military 
industries.  'Drop',  a  self-sufficient  immediately 
available  weekend  pod  unit  for  two  people,  is 
designed  to  be  conveniently  installed  at  any  scenic 
and  vacation  spots  with  minimum  site  disturbance 
and  maximum  comfort.  This  six-meter-long  cockpit 
vacation  capsule  made  of  two  semi-monocogue 
shells,  and  protected  by  electro-photochromic  glass, 
comes  with  fully  equipped  and  integrated  bed-sofa- 
TV-telephone-storage-bathroom-kitchen.  'Shelter', 
on  the  other  hand,  is  a  low-cost  and  large-span 
temporary  shelter  that  can  be  either  used  during 
natural  disasters  or  urban  disaster  of  housings  for 
the  homeless.  It  is  made  of  aluminum  ribs  and 
lightweight  PVC  coated  polyester  membranes  to 
reflect  up  to  80  percent  of  solar  radiation,  while  the 
impregnated  metal  particles  on  its  inner  surface  help 
to  warm  the  interior  at  night  by  reflecting  and 
retaining  the  occupant's  body  heat.  Designed  like 
an  umbrella,  the  entire  structure  can  be  collapsed 
for  easy  and  quick  transport  by  air  or  road. 

Many  critics  have  said  that  the  work  of 
Future  Systems  is  before  its  time,  and  the  realization 
of  ideas  is  dependant  on  certain  events  that  bring 


greater  infusion  of  technology  into  culture.  But  the 
contradiction  here  is  that  these  events  has  already 
occurred  in  the  process  of  world  becoming  a  globe 
of  communications.  The  real  meaning  of  the 
statement  is  that  while  the  work  of  Future  Systems 
is  in  sync  with  its  time,  it  is  architecture  that's 
'behind'  time.  While  technology  has  advanced  and 
marched  into  almost  every  aspect  and  corners  of 
our  lives,  architecture  is  still  beleagured  by  its  own 
historicism  and  romanticism,  and  formal  and 
theoretical  constructs  as  ancient  as  the  Hellenic 
often  gets  more  privileged  attention  than  the 
challange  of  creating  an  entirely  new  architecture  in 
the  absence  of  gravity.  While  other  fields  have 
either  embraced  or  nurtured  technology, 
architecture  continues  to  shun  and  dismiss  the 
omni-presence  of  technology,  somewhat  of  amazing 
feat  with  a  few  exceptions  in  the  works  of 
Buckminister  Fuller,  Jean  Prouve,  Konrad 
Wachsmann  and  others.  And  while  our  cities  are 
turning  into  "...  grim,  grey  places,  full  of  obsolete 
second-third-fourth-rate  buildings,  new  and  old,  held 
together  by  an  infrastructure  that  is  falling  apart' 
(Ron  Herron  in  the  review  of  FUTURE  SYSTEMS 
exhibition  at  Architectural  Association  ini 987, 
AAFile  14),  there  is  no  sign  of  architecture  bearing 
any  new  and  radical  strategy  of  reconstructing  the 
old  or  envisioning  of  the  new. 

In  the  midst  of  this  run  down,  exhausted  and  retro¬ 
fitted  state  of  architecture,  the  studio  of  Future 
Systems  has,  since  1979,  and  with  David  Nixon  until 
1987,  put  out  a  remarkable  run  of  inventive  works. 
While  the  collaboration  between  architecture  and 
art,  or  the  pronouncement  of  architecture  as  an  art 
has  always  been  admirable;  and  at  times  performed 
a  convenient  escape  from  the  compromises  and 
limitations  of  this  discipline,  seldom  have  there  been 
works  or  theories  that  brings  the  re-alignment  of 


Born  in  Prague  in  1937,  Jan  Kaplicky  graduated 
from  College  of  Applied  Arts  and  Architecture  in 
Prague  (1 956-62),  and  has  worked  with  Foster 
Associates,  Piano  and  Rogers,  and  Denys  Lasdun 
and  Partners.  He  taught  at  the  Architectural 
Association  from  1982-88. 

Born  in  London  in  1955,  Amanda  Levete  graduated 
from  the  Architectural  Association  (1975-82),  and 
has  worked  with  Piano  and  Rogers  (1984-89).  She 
became  a  partner  at  Future  Systems  in  1989. 


This  exhibition  is  partly  supported  by 
The  British  Council 


The  exhibition  will  be  documented  in 
FRONT  5,  a  series  of  monograms  on 
selected  exhibitions  and  projects  at 
STOREFRONT.  This  issue  will  also 
contain  the  documentation  of  an 
exhibition  by  Gunther  Domenig,  which 
preceeded  Future  System,  and  will  be 
joint  published  with  the  Princeton 
Architectural  Press  this  summer. 


1 

Bibliothèque  de  France  Competition,  Paris,  Second  Prize. 
1989 

2 

'MOMI'  Tent,  A  structure  to  be  erected  and  dismantled 
within  two  days  and  to  be  located  anywhere.  Originally 
designed  to  be  placed  under  Waterloo  Bridge,  as  a  public 
promenade  in  front  of  the  National  Film  Theater  overlooking 
the  river  Thames.  1991 
3,4 

'NASA  Table',  a  multi-purpose  table  for  use  by  crews  for 
conference,  meals  and  meetings  on  board  the  International 
Space  Station.  Commissioned  by  NASA.  1989 


5 

'Green  Building',  a  proposal  for  an 
office  building,  London.  1990 

6,7,8 

'Shelter' ,  a  low  cost  large  span 
collapsible  structure  for  use  in  the 
event  of  natural  disaster.  1 989 

9 

'Unwelt  Hamburg',  A  headquarter  for 
the  city  of  Hamburg's  environmental 
administration.  1992 


architecture  with  engineering.  The  obscurity  of  this 
potentially  powerful  relationship  is  remarkably  odd 
since  much  of  modernism  is  based  on  the 
glorification  of  the  industrial  age  and  its  many 
inventions,  which  by  the  way  was  mostly 
accomplished  by  the  engineers. 


With  their  drawings  and  models  that  are  rendered  in 
industrial  design-like  fashion,  it  is  clear  that  Future 
Systems  is  optimistic  and  ambitious  about  the 
future.  Their  approach  to  'shaping  the  future  of 
architecture  is  based  on  the  celebration  of 
technology,  not  the  concealment  of  it',  and  is 
producing  what  Ron  Herron  describes  as  an 
"architecture  without  blemish".  While  we  fear  the 
future  but  trust  the  past,  Future  Systems  looks  at 
the  mere  presence  of  future  as  the  only  possible 
saving  grace  for  architecture  to  rise  from  its  own 
ashes  and  futilities. 


-Kyong  Park 


For  Immediate  Release 

ECO-TEC  International  Forum  '92 

September  1-14 
Mors i glia,  Corsica 


ECO-TEC  International  Forum  is  an  interdisciplinary  conference  on  the  symbiosis 
of  ecology  and  technology.  The  conference  will  take  place  in  the  town  of  Morsiglia 
on  Corsica,  and  will  be  the  first  of  an  annual  conference. 

The  intent  of  this  forum  is  to  forward  theories  and  practices  for  constructive 
partnership  between  ecology  and  technology,  and  to  reverse  their  historically 
conflicting  relationship.  Although  the  crisis  in  ecology  has  been  largely  attributed 
to  technology,  future  solutions  to  the  problems  are  yet  dependent  on  the  use  of 
technology.  The  goal  of  ECO-TEC  is  to  seek  complementary  relations  between 
ecology  and  technology,  and  to  outline  innovations,  applications  and  production  of 
their  new  partnership. 

There  have  been  recent  developments,  at  both  individual  and  disciplinary  levels, 
that  signify  the  potential  for  their  beneficial  relationship.  However,  these 
developments  yet  remain  specialized  to  each  discipline  and  isolated  to  each 
region.  Therefore,  the  format  of  ECO-TEC  is  to  create  a  broader  form  of 
discourse,  inter-disciplinary  and  inter-regional,  and  to  expand  the  notion  of  ecology 
beyond  physical  environment  to  include  the  ecology  of  culture,  society  and  history. 

ECO-TEC,  by  taking  place  on  the  island  of  Corsica,  will  be  able  to  address 
environmental  issues  within  the  context  of  Europe  and  the  world  at  a  moment  of 
great  transition.  Their  geo-political  and  geo-economic  re-configuration  provides  a 
fluid  context  by  which  new  and  bolder  ecological  initiatives  may  emerge,  and  at  the 
same  time  Corsica  signifies  ecology  at  geographic  and  cultural  margins  within  the 
global  challange. 

ECO-TEC  will  begin  with  a  day  of  orientation.  This  will  be  followed  by  three  days 
of  presentations  by  selected  panelists  on  new  experiments  and  projects  in  their 
fields,  and  panel  discussions  on  special  sub-topics  of  ecology  and  technology.  A 
full  week  of  workshops,  each  headed  by  a  panelist,  will  create  works  in  response 
to  the  panel  discussions.  These  works  may  include  design  proposals, 
environmental  art,  media  works,  technological  proposals,  landscape  architecture, 
and  site-specific  installations  on  the  island.  They  will  be  presented  to  the  public 
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through  an  exhibition  during  the  last  three  days  of  the  conference.  The  panel 
discussions,  workshops,  and  exhibition  will  be  fully  documented  on  video  and  will 
be  published  in  a  special  issue  of  REPORTS,  a  quarterly  journal  by  Storefront  that 
is  be  distributed  internationally. 


Some  of  the  participating  panelists  are: 

Mel  Chin  (U.S.  artist) 

A  forerunner  of  environmentally  generated  art  with  projects  such  as  "Revival  Field" 
(sculptural  installations  of  hyper-accumulating  plants  that  absorb  toxic  and  metal 
waste  from  soil  which  was  recently  completed  in  United  States  and  in  Holland) 
and  "State  of  Heaven"  (an  on-going  project  to  represent  the  ozone  depletion 
through  the  new  technology  of  multi-dimensional  fractal  modeling  of  the 
atmosphere). 

Feiix  G u attar i  (French  philosopher) 

A  participant  in  the  recent  Unesco  sponsored  Earth  Conference  in  Rio,  and  the 
author  of  a  recent  publication  on  'ecosophy'  (ecology-philosophy),  he  has  been  a 
beacon  of  philosophical  inquiry  on  new  territories  of  the  mind  and  culture. 

Anton  Schneider  (German  architect  and  researcher) 

A  founder  of  the  Baubiologie  Institute,  an  international  organization  for  the  research 
and  production  of  buildings  and  dwellings  made  from  non-toxic  and  renewable 
materials. 

Francesco  Morace  (Italian  architect) 

As  member  of  the  Domus  Academy  of  Milan,  a  postgraduate  research  and  design 
center  in  Milan,  he  has  been  working  in  collaboration  with  various  manufacturers 
and  industries  to  explore  and  develop  ecologically  sustainable  environment.  He  has 
recently  participated  in  the  production  of  "Synthetic  Ecology",  a  section  in  the 
Design  International  Triennale  of  Milan,  curated  by  Ezio  Manzini  of  the  Domus 
Academy. 

K.  Eric  Drexler(U.S.  scientist  and  author) 

A  founder  of  the  Foresight  Institute  in  Palo  Alto,  he  has  been  a  chief  promoter  and 
researcher  of  nanotechnology,  a  new  technology  of  molecular  assembly  that  may 
lead  to  an  unprecedented  miniaturization  of  machines  and  revolution  of  the 
contemporary  technology.  The  new  horizons  of  atomically  scaled  'machines'  may 
bring  new  possibilities  for  not  only  the  environment,  but  also  for  aesthetic,  cultural 
and  industrial  production. 


List  of  panelists 

(Subject  to  changes): 

Artists 

Mel  Chin  (U.S.) 

Peter  Dunn  (U.K.) 

Claude  Faure  (France) 

Peter  Fend  (U.S.) 

Ange  Leccia  (France) 

Loraine  Leeson  (U.K.) 

Laurence  Lorenzi  (France) 
Jean-Paul  Marcheschi  (France) 
Antonio  Muntadas  (Spain). 
Architects 
Avant  Travaux  (France) 

Fulvio  Carmagnola*  (Italy) 

Neil  Denari  (U.S) 

Jan  Kaplicky:  Future  Systems  (U.K) 
Xavier  Luccioni  (France) 

Neils  Lutzen  (Denmark) 

Ezio  Manzini*  (Italy) 

Amerigo  Marras  (U.S) 

Francesco  Morace*  (Italy) 

Roy  Pelletier  (Canada) 

Antonio  Petrillo*  (Italy) 

Anton  Schneider:  Baubiologie  (Germany) 
Critics  and  Researchers 
Dominique  Bozo  (France) 

Robert  O.  Becker  (U.S.) 

K.  Eric  Drexler:  Foresight  Institute  (U.S) 
Felix  Guattari  (France) 

Annapina  Larai  (Italy) 

Jose  Tomasi  (France) 

Jean-Pierre  Vernet  (France) 
Constantin  von  Barlowen  (Germany) 
interpreter 
Jacques  Vigneault. 

*  (representatives  from  Domus  Academy). 


Participating  Institutions 


organized  by: 

Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture  (New  York). 

in  collaboration  with: 

Université  de  Corse. 

l'Association  pour  la  Conservation  du  Patrimoine  de  Morsiglia. 

Université  de  Strassbourg. 

Archezone  (Toronto). 

with  the  participation  of: 

Claude  Faure  (of  the  Cite  des  Sciences  et  de  la  Culture  de  la  Villette,  Paris)  Ezio 

Manzini  (of  the  Domus  Academy,  Milan). 

Organizing  Committee 

Amerigo  Marras  (Project  Director) 

Kyong  Park,  Shirin  Neshat  (Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture) 

Roy  Pelletier,  Jean-Pierre  Vernet,  Peter  Lang,  Gianfranco  Mantegna. 


Registration  Information 

Registration  fee  is  $700  (U.S.) 

Affordable  housing  is  available  upon  request.  The  ECO-TEC  program  includes 
participation  in  the  conference,  and  its  seminars  and  exhibition.  Travel  cost  is  not 
included.  Accreditation  for  students  can  be  arranged  by  ECO-TEC  through  the 
Université  de  Corse. 

A  single  tuition  for  Corsican  residents  is  $200  (U.S.). 

For  Registration  Forms  and  further  information 

Amerigo  Marras:  Project  Director 
STOREFRONT  for  Art  &  Architecture 
97  Kenmare  Street 
New  York,  NY  10012  U.S.A. 

Tel:  212-431-5795,  Fax:  212-431-5755 


Program 


STATEMENT 


ECO-TEC  International  Forum  is  an  interdisciplinary  conference  on  critical  relations 
between  ecology  and  technology.  The  intent  of  this  international  forum  is  to  forward 
theories  and  practices  for  constructive  workings  between  ecology  and  technology  . 
Although  the  crisis  in  ecology  has  been  largely  attributed  to  technology,  future  solutions 
to  the  problems  and  issues  of  ecology  are  yet  dependent  on  the  presence  and  use  of 
technology.  Thus,  the  goal  of  ECO-TEC  is  to  seek  complementary  future  in  the  parallel 
development  of  ecology  and  technology,  while  creating  a  fundamental  discourse  for 
innovation,  application  and  production  of  their  inter-woven  dynamic. 

Interdisciplinary  structure  of  ECO-TEC  is  to  collect  individual  and  disciplinary 
developments  of  ecological  and  technological  alternatives  into  a  cross  polinating 
condition  for  conceiving  a  sustainable  mass  between  the  expansion  of  civilization  and 
the  exhaution  of  planet.  International  participations  in  the  forum,  and  its  location  at 
Corsica,  supports  the  duality  of  global  and  regional,  central  and  peripheral,  and  individual 
and  universal  landscapes  of  ecology  and  technology.  The  diversity  of  resources 
brought  to  ECO-TEC  will  serve  the  discourses  to  expand  the  notion  of  ecology  and 
technology  into  the  terrains  of  culture,  politics  and  history. 

The  context  of  ECO-TEC  is  the  transition  in  politcal  and  economic  structures  of  Europe 
and  the  globe,  and  the  unprecendented  condition  of  fluidity  and  opportunity  for 
ecological  and  technological  reconfigurations.  The  period  of  ECO-TEC  is  at  the  seam 
of  milleniums,  where  the  reflection  on  history  and  imageneering  of  future  are  webbed. 

A  time  for  transition  and  the  order  is  to  reconfigure,  and  Corsica  is  a  geographical  and 
cultural  margin  for  the  global  challange  of  ecology  and  technology  . 

ECO-TEC  will  begin  with  a  day  of  orientation.  This  will  be  followed  by  two  days  of 
presentations  by  selected  panelists  on  experiments  and  projects  in  their  fields,  and  two 
days  of  panel  discussions  on  special  sub-topics  of  ecology  and  technology.  A  full  week 
of  workshops  will  create  works  in  response  to  the  panel  discussions  within  the  context 
of  Corsica.  These  works  may  include  design  proposals,  environmental  art,  media 
works,  technological  proposals,  landscape  architecture,  and  even  site-specific 
installations  on  the  island.  They  will  be  presented  to  the  public  through  an  exhibition  at 
the  end  of  the  conference.  The  panel  discussions,  workshops,  and  exhibition  will  be 
fully  documented  on  video  and  will  also  be  published  in  a  special  issue  of  REPORTS,  a 
quarterly  journal  by  Storefront .  The  conference  will  be  the  first  of  an  annual  event. 


SCHEDULE 


September  1,  Tuesday  Orientation 


9  :  00-1 0:00  am 

Breakfast 

Introduction  of  the  conference  by  Amerigo  Marras  and 
Jean-Pierre  Vernet  with  a  brief  statement  on  the  purpose 
of  the  conference  and  the  general  ecological  condition  of 
Corsica.  Also  will  be  an  informal  introduction  of  the 

panelists,  organizers  and  guests. 

10:30-12:30 

Bus  Tour 

A  tour  of  the  town  of  Morsiglia  and  the  surrounding  area. 

12:30-2:30  pm 

Lunch 

2  :  30-5  :  00 

Boat  Tour 

A  tour  of  vacant  islands  surrounding  the  cape  bythe 
Regional  Parks  Department  of  Corsica. 

6:00 

D  i  n  n  e  r 

8  :  30 

Party 

A  private  party  for  the  panelists,  organizers  and  guests. 

September  2, 

Wednesday  Presentations 

9:00-10:00  am 

Breakfast 

1 0  :  30-1 2  :  00 

Constantin  von  Barlowen 

12:30-2:30  pm 

Lunch 

2  :  30-4  :  00 

Wolf  (Baubiologie) 

4:00-5:30 

Neil  Lutzen 

6:00 

Dinner 

8  :  00 

Mel  Chin 

September  3, 

Thursday  Presentations 

9  :  00-1  0:00  am 

Breakfast 

1 0  :  30-12  :  00 

Andrew  Ross 

12:30-2:30  pm 

Lunch 

2  :  30-4  :  00 

Neil  Denari 

4  :  00-5  :  30 

Claude  Faure 

6:00 

Dinner 

8  :  00 

Kathleen  Shatter  (Foresight  Institute) 

September  4  ,  Friday 


Discussions/Presentation 


9  :  00-10  :  00 
10:30-12:30 


1 2  :  30-2  :  30 
2  :  30-4  :  30 


6:00 
8  :  00 


September  5 

9  :  00-10  :  00 

1 0  :  30-12  :  00 


2  :  30-3  :  30 


3  :  30-5  :  30 


6:00 

8:00 


am  Breakfast 

Ecology  of  Environment 
Mel  Chin 
Xavier  Luce i on i 
Neil  Lutzen 
Kathleen  Shatter 
Wolf  (Baubiologie) 

Amerigo  Marras:  Moderator 
pm  Lunch 

Ecology  of  Culture 
Andrew  Ross 

Constantin  von  Bar lowon 
Claude  Faure 
Neil  Denari 
Roy  Pelletier:  Moderator 
D  i  n  n  e  r 

Presentation 

Kyong  Park  (Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture) 


,  Saturday  Discussion/Presentations 

am  Breakfast 

Presentation 
James  Wines  (S.l.T.E) 

12:30-2:30  pm  Lunch 
Presentation 

Representatives  from  the  city  of 
Ajaccio 

Ecology  of  Corsica 
J  ose  Tomasi 
Laurence  Lorenzi 

Representatives  from  the  city  of 
Ajaccio 

Jean-Pierre  Vernet:  Moderator 
Dinner 
A  party 

An  evening  to  celebrate  the  conclusion  of  discussions  and 
presentations  with  the  community. 


ECO-TEC 


INTERNATIONAL 


FORUM  1992 


ECO-TEC  International  Forum  is  an  interdisciplinary  conference  on  critical  relations  between  ecology 
and  technology.  The  intent  of  this  international  forum  is  to  forward  theories  and  practices  for 
constructive  workings  between  ecology  and  technology  .  Although  the  crisis  in  ecology  has  been  long 
attributed  to  technology,  future  solutions  to  the  problems  and  issues  of  ecology  are  yet  dependent  on 
the  presence  and  use  of  technology.  Thus,  the  goal  of  ECO-TEC  is  to  seek  complementary  future 
through  a  parallel  development  of  ecology  and  technology,  and  creating  a  fundamental  discourse  for 
innovation,  application  and  production  of  their  inter-woven  dynamic. 

Interdisciplinary  structure  of  ECO-TEC  is  to  collect  individual  and  disciplinary  developments  of  ecological 
and  technological  alternatives  into  a  cross  polinating  condition,  a  structural  preface  for  conceiving  a 
sustainable  mass  between  the  expansion  of  civilization  and  the  exhaution  of  planet.  International 
participations  in  the  forum,  and  its  location  at  Corsica,  supports  the  duality  of  global  and  regional, 
central  and  peripheral,  and  individual  and  universal  characters  of  ecology  and  technology.  The  diversity 
of  resources  brought  to  ECO-TEC  is  an  intention  to  raise  the  discourses  to  expand  the  notion  of 
ecology  and  technology  into  the  terrains  of  culture,  politics  and  history. 

The  context  of  ECO-TEC  is  current  transition  in  the  politcal  and  economic  structures  of  Europe  and  the 
globe,  representing  an  unprecendented  condition  of  fluidity  and  opportunity  for  the  reconfiguration  of 
ecological  and  technological  traditions.  The  time  of  ECO-TEC  is  the  seam  of  millemums,  where  the 
reflection  on  history  and  imageneering  of  future  are  webbed.  In  this  time  of  transition,  the  orders  of 
previous  are  to  be  reconfigured,  and  Corsica  represents  a  geographical  and  cultural  margin  for  the 
global  challange  faced  by  ecology  and  technology  . 

ECO-TEC  will  begin  with  a  day  of  orientation.  This  will  be  followed  by  two  days  of  presentations  by 
selected  panelists  on  their  experiments  and  projects,  and  two  days  of  panel  discussions  on  selected 
topics  of  ecology  and  technology.  A  full  week  of  workshops  will  generate  works  in  response  to  the 
panel  discussions  within  the  context  of  Corsica.  These  works  may  include  design  proposals, 
environmental  art,  media  works,  technological  proposals,  landscape  architecture,  and  even  site-specific 
installations  on  the  island.  They  will  be  presented  to  the  public  through  an  exhibition  at  the  end  of  the 
conference.  The  panel  discussions,  workshops,  and  exhibition  will  be  fully  documented  on  video,  and 
will  also  be  published  in  a  special  issue  of  REPORTS,  a  quarterly  journal  by  Storefront  .  The 
conference  will  be  the  first  of  an  annual  event. 

September  1  ,  Tuesday _ Orientation 

Tour  1  Walking  tour  of  the  town  of  Morsiglia.  (Where?) 

Meet!  n  g  The  organizers  and  panelist  meets  to  discuss  the  program  and 

objective  of  the  conference. 

Tour  2  Visit  to  "Conservatoir  du  Libboral",  the  shoreline  of  Macinaggio 

(a  protected  zone),  and  tour  of  the  town  of  Centuri. 

A  private  party  for  the  panelists,  organizers  and  guests. 


Party 


September  2 ,  Wednesday  Presentations 

Constantin  von  Barlowen 
Wolf  D.  Blank  (Baubiologie) 

Neil  Lutzen 
Mel  Chin 


September  5 ,  Thursday  Presentations 

Andrew  Ross 
Neil  Denari 
Claude  Faure 

Kathleen  Shatter  (Foresight  Institute) 

September  4.  Friday 

Presentation:  Felix  Guattari  (not  Present) 

Reading  of  his  text 

Ecology  of  Environment:  Panel  Discussion 

General  topic  of  this  discussion  will  be  on  the  ecology  of  natural  and  built  environment.  The 
contexts  will  be  urban  and  rural,  industrial  and  aesthetic,  as  well  as  the  problems  resources  and 
waste.  Predominant  reference  for  this  discussion  will  growth  and  sustainment  of  the  civilization  in 
physical  terms. 

Mel  Chin 
Xavier  Luce i on i 
Neil  Lutzen 
Kathleen  Shatter 
Wolf  (Baubiologie) 

Amerigo  Marras:  Moderator 

Ecology  of  Culture:  Panel  Discussion 

The  purpose  of  this  discussion  will  be  to  expand  the  notion  ecology  from  the  question  of  physical 
terms  into  the  realm  of  knowledge.  The  discussion  will  entertain  the  question  of  what  is  the 
ecology  of  technology,  culture,  aesthetic,  politic,  media  and  other  structures  that  are  inheritenly  the 
projection  of  our  thoughts  and  behaviour  on  manipulation  and  understanding  of  the  world. 

Avant  Travaux 
Andrew  Ross 

Constantin  von  Barlowon 
Claude  Faure 
Neil  Denari 
Roy  Pelletier:  Moderator 

Presentation:  Kyong  Park 

Director  of  Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture 


September  5.  Saturday 


Presentation:  James  Wines  (S.l.T.E) 

Presentation:  Jose  Tomasi  and  Pinet 

Representatives  from  Université  Corse 

Ecology  of  Corsica:  Panel  Discussion 
Jose  Tomasi 
Laurence  Lorenzi 

Representatives  from  the  city  of  Ajaccio 
and  other  Corsican  Representatives 
Jean-Pierre  Vernet:  Moderator 


September  7-11  Workshops 

Amerigo  Marras 
Neil  Denari 
Shirin  Neshat 
Kyong  Park 
Roy  Pelleti er 
J  ean  — Pierre  Verner 


September  12-15  Exhibition 


Third  ECO-TEC  International  Forum 

Corsica,  France  June  1993 


The  purpose  of  ECO-TEC  International  Forum  3  -  Corsica,  1993  is  to  develop  a 
program  for  an  international  school  for  environmental  art  and  architecture. 
Envisioned  is  an  alternative  institute  that  can  bridge  the  fracture  between 
education  and  practice.  To  thrust  the  scope  of  education  into  real  context  and 
invigorate  the  exploratory  duty  of  practice,  the  workshops  of  this  forum  are 
structured  to  generate  specific  proposals  in  response  to  the  environmental, 
economic  and  historical  issues  of  the  island.  The  products  of  the  workshops, 
collaborations  between  team  of  critics  and  students,  will  then  be  exhibited  and 
published.  Structured  to  reach  beyond  intellectual  and  theoretical  discourses,  the 
workshops  proposals,  when  fully  manifested,  may  help  Corsica  to  evolve  from  its 
pre-industrial  condition  to  a  post-industrial  age. 

ECO-TEC  International  Forum  is  an  on-going  project  to  explore  the  imminent 
conjuncture  between  two  of  the  most  powerful  forces  that  shape  our  world: 
ecology,  which  may  determine  the  duration  of  human  existence,  and  technology, 
which  creates  the  means  of  human  existence.  The  intent  of  the  forum  is  to 
generate  theories  and  applications  for  their  symbiosis,  and  to  shape  new 
associations  between  them,  despite  their  historically  conflicting  record.  The 
forum  is  structured  to  bring  art  and  architecture  from  their  traditional  domains  into 
dynamic,  interdisciplinary  exchange  with  other  fields.  Its  purposes  are  to  expand 
the  notion  of  ecology/technology  beyond  physical  environment  and  bring 
ecology/technology  of  culture,  society  and  history. 

June  18-20 


Seminar 

at  the  Université  de  Corse  in  Corte-held  incollaboration  with  the  Université  de 

Corse. 

A  seminar  on  the  development  of  a  program  for  an  international  school  for 
environmental  art  and  architecture  with  focus  on  the  issue  of  education  and 
productivity  of  community.  The  session  will  be  headed  by  invited  critics,  and 
students  participation  is  vital. 

The  seminar  will  be  followed  with  lectures  by  workshop  leaders,  and  additional 
presentations  by  invited  guest  critics,  which  will  include: 


Mel  Chin,  artist,  USA 

Neil  Denari,  architect,  USA 

Eileen  Fitzgerald,  Energy  Research  Group,  Ireland 

Jacques  Leenhardt,  director  of  Association  of  Art  in  Nature,  France 

Lois  Nesbitt,  artist,  writer,  critic,  USA 

Roy  Pelletier,  architect,  Canada 

Andrew  Ross,  cultural  critic,  USA 

James  Wines,  principal  member  of  SITE  architects,  USA 

*with  several  lectures  by  Corsican  representatives. 


June  22-30 


Workshops 

at  the  Couvent  de  I1  Annonciation.  Morsialia-oraanized  in  collaboration  with  the 

Association  pour  la  Conservation  et  la  Valorisation  du  Patrimoine  de  Morsiglia. 

Wolf  D.  Blank:  A  Cologne-based  architect  with  Baubiologie,  will  introduce  the 
firm's  non-toxic  and  electromagnetic-free  construction  materials  and  techniques, 
now  at  the  forefront  of  managing  internal  pollution,  a  major  emerging 
environmental  toxin  of  the  modern  age.  Along  with  the  natural  materials  and 
techniques  found  in  Corsica,  Blank  will  develop  methods  of  construction 
appropriate  to  regional  building  and  recommend  materials  and  their  applications 
for  use  in  environmentally  sound  construction.  Blank  will  also  create  a 
prototypical  case  for  Corsican  architecture  capable  of  promoting  Corsican 
resources  to  serve  as  a  flexible  model  for  man's  living  habitat. 

Mel  Chin:  A  New  York-based  artist,  will  initiate  HEARTFELT,  an  ongoing  project 
designed  to  draw  a  'portrait'  of  Corsica,  utilizing  the  sheep-raising  industry  as  a 
basis  for  creating  collaborative  teams.  This  concept  of  a  'portrait'  seeks  to  be 
infused  with  the  ecological  color,  economy  and  identity  of  this  specific  place.  By 
establishing  a  collaboration  between  the  local  population,  an  ecologist  from  the 
University  of  Corsica  knowledgeable  of  the  local  flora  and  growing  conditions, 
and  a  fabric  specialist  familiar  with  plant  dyes  and  a  wool  craft  tradition,  this  will 
be  the  first  of  a  series  of  "cross-pollinating"  teams  focused  on  creating  a  site 
specific  portrait.  Other  collaborative  teams  will  be  put  in  place  including 
researchers  who  will  provide  a  bank  of  visual  images  by  cataloging  indigenous 
historical  motifs  (architectural,  artistic,  family  crests  ,  etc.).  An  eventual  outcome 
would  be  to  produce  a  self-sustaining,  low-tech  method  to  expand  the 
marketability  of  innovative  product  for  export  as  well  as  local  consumption. 


Neil  Denari:  A  Los  Angeles-based  architect,  will  explore  ways  of  introducing 
modern  architecture  into  the  traditional  Corsican  context.  The  Corsican 
landscape  is  marked  by  an  architecture  of  the  past  which  enhances  its  romantic 
quality  and  encourages  its  tourist  industry.  However,  allegiance  solely  to  past 
architectural  styles  hinders  Corsica  from  determining  its  future  independently, 
particularly  if  it  is  to  be  based  on  an  economy  beyond  tourism.  Denari  will 
develop  a  proposal  for  an  architecture  of  the  post-industrial  world  that  is 
compatible  with  and  supportive  of  the  Corsican  tradition. 

Neils  Lutzen:  A  landscape  architect  based  in  Copenhagen,  will  develop  a  plan 
to  recycle  water  for  domestic  and  commercial  use.  Various  reclamation 
techniques  will  be  developed  within  the  home  at  the  points  of  water  consumption, 
such  as  in  kitchens  and  bathrooms,  and  at  the  central  sources  that  serve  the 
community.  Lutzen's  work  combines  multiple  means  of  recycling  water  to  effect  a 
lower  consumption  of  the  existing  water  supply,  a  critical  concern  for  a  local 
population  that  suffers  from  careless  water  consumption  by  tourists. 

Kyong  Park:  Director  of  Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture,  based  in  New  York, 
will  conduct  a  workshop  on  a  project  called  The  Nuclear  Heritage  Park,  the 
world's  first  weapon-based  family  entertainment  theme  parks.  Using  the 
technology  and  hardware  of  the  thermonuclear-based  defense  systems, 
abandoned  or  soon  to  be  obsolete  military  installations  will  be  transformed  into 
digital  spaces  to  simulate  cultural  dreams  and  personal  desires.  The  military 
industrial  complex,  the  largest  single  economy  ever  built  by  the  civilization,  the 
very  source  of  information  age  and  global  village,  will  be  converted  into  cultural 
entertainment  industry.  The  network  of  corporations,  laboratories,  research 
centers  and  universities  that  are  currently  dedicated  to  the  production  of  arms  will 
instead  develop  and  manufacture  advanced  software  and  hardware  for  simulated 
adventures  in  virtual  reality.  The  result  will  be  an  understudy  of  the  civilization,  its 
past  and  the  future,  in  the  form  of  entertainment-an  exploration  of  a  culture 
under  the  influence  of  weapons. 


I  1 


Re:  Eco-Tec 


Dear  panelists: 

Enclosed  is  a  preliminary  program  for  the  conference.  This  is  a  draft  to  be 
expanded  with  your  help.  For  those  giving  presentations  (during  September  2-3), 
please  send  me  a  paragraph  of  statement  (in  75  words)  about  your  presentation. 
Also  needed  is  a  paragraph  (in  75  words)  about  your  backgroud  (nation,  city, 
discipline,  position,  projects  or  work  in  ecology  and/or  technology).  Please  fax  the 
above  information  to  Storefront:  212-431-5755.  Your  information  would  be  added 
to  this  program  to  produce  the  final  program  available  in  the  conference  for  the 
guests  and  the  press. 

This  is  a  preliminary  schedule,  and  the  order  of  events  are  still  subject  to  change. 
The  final  program  will  be  available  to  you  in  Corsica.  Please  let  me  know  if  you 
have  problem  with  this  schedule.  I  can  be  reached  by  phone  518-873-9106  (until 
August  20)  and  212-431-5795  (August  21-25).  After  these  day  please  contact 
Jean-Pierre  Vernet  in  Corsica  (Tel:  33-9-535-6348  and  Fax:33-9-535-6505). 

Sincerely 


Kyong  Park 


97  Kenmare  Street.  New  York.  NY.  10012.  U.S.A.  Tel:  212.431.5795  Fax:  212.431.5755 


List  of  panelists 

(Subject  to  changes): 


Artists 

/  -ft-  HVteHehm  (U.S.) 

J (r  Gteude-Fctore*  (France)  "  • 

■Ange  Leccia-(France)  — /l 
Laurence  Loronzi  (France)  ct  Ctn*^ 

Architects 

*  Avant  Travaux  (France) 

-jr-Neit  Denari  (LI . S) 

*  Xavief  Luccioni  (France) 

Neils  Lutzen  (Denmark) 
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Critics  and  Researchers 
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K.  Shatter:  Foresight  Institute»  (U.S) 

Aeëfew  Ross  (U.S) 
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&  Jearr^Pierre  Vernet  -(France) 
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